
Revelation and the ‘mark of the beast’ (By Greg Heasley) 

It seems to me that whenever there is global crisis or a cosmic scale disaster (Wars, 
Famines, Floods, Pandemics, etc.), we see a corresponding interest in Bible prophecy, 
especially the book of Revelation. While we should rejoice anytime there is a renewed 
interest in the Word of God, it seems that in many of these occasions it is usually 
accompanied by conspiracy theories and a faulty reading of Scripture. The end result is 
that Christians are often left confused and fearful, instead of edified and confident in 
Christ. The reality of life in this fallen world is that the next crisis is always just around 
the corner, and sadly some live their whole lives from one crisis to the other. This should 
not surprise us, the Bible is clear that ‘in this world we will have tribulation’ and that ‘the 
whole creation is groaning’ until Christ returns to wipe away every tear and make all 
things new (cf. Jn 16:33; Rom 8:22; Rev 21:4). 

Covid-19 has shaken the nations and our lives, and true to form, Christians (and some 
churches) have been animated by fresh conspiracy theories and end times predictions. A 
regular feature within the landscape of end time speculations is the debate surrounding 
the allusive idea of the ‘mark of the beast’. This paper seeks to achieve two ends: 
Firstly, to provide a compelling answer to what the ‘mark of the beast’ really is. And 
secondly, to give an example and principles for how to faithfully read and interpret the 
Bible for yourself.                  

“11 Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb 
and it spoke like a dragon. 12 It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its 
presence and makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast… 16 Also 
it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be 
marked on the right hand or the forehead, 17 so that no one can buy or sell unless 
he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of its name. 18 
This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of 
the beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666” (Rev 13:11-12 & 
16-18). 

How should we interpret these verses? How do we make sense of what John is 
describing here in this passage?  
Is John describing events that took place before, during or soon after he wrote this letter 
(‘Preterism’ or ‘Historism’)? Or, will these events only happen towards the end of the age 
before Christ returns (‘Futurism’)? Or, is he describing events that will be evident in 
every generation from his own time, right up to the second coming of Christ (‘Idealism’)?  
Are the visions of this passage, namely, the beast, the dragon, the mark, and the 
number of the beast, to be interpreted literally or figuratively? How do we know what 
they mean and how can we be sure that we have the right interpretation? 

The answer is simpler than you realise - we must interpret these verses in the same 
way that we should interpret any other part of the Bible:  
(1) We must interpret Scripture within its historical and grammatical contexts. In other 
words, we must allow the original author and the genre (grammar) of the text to govern 
our understanding and determine the meaning of the text - firstly for the author’s 
immediate audience and then secondly, for us today.  



Then, we must interpret the text in light of: (2) the immediate context (chapter 13); 
then (3) the larger context (Revelation); then (4) the whole text, namely the Bible 
(comparing Scripture with Scripture).  
Finally, (5) we must follow the example of how Jesus and his Apostles interpreted 
Scripture. Jesus himself declared that all Scripture was ultimately about him (Lk 24:27, 
44); then under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the Apostles put this into practice as 
they wrote the New Testament, which was an exposition of the Old Testament 
(‘Progressive revelation’ - the OT is subject to the NT). This Christ-centred approach to 
interpreting the Bible is the final key to correctly understanding the true meaning of any 
given passage (cf. Acts 15:12-19, 17:2, 24:14, 26:22, 28:23).  

Let’s go through these 5 steps as we consider what the ‘mark of the beast’ is in 
Revelation 13:11-18. 

1. Historical & grammatical context: 
The Apostle John is the human author of Revelation. As such, he presents himself as a 
mere recipient and recorder of the visions that he received from the divine author, Jesus 
Christ. “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the 
things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant 
John” (Rev 1:1; cf. Rev 1:4, 9). Most Bible scholars agree that Revelation was written 
after AD90, towards the end of the reign of Domitian (Cf. Irenaeus - Against Heresies 
5.30.3). This means that the events relating to Nero’s reign (Roman Empire) and 
Jerusalem’s destruction (AD 70), would both now be in the recent past and are thus, 
woven into John’s visions as prototypes of present and future trials and sufferings to be 
faced by the church.  

The genre or grammar of the book of Revelation is known as ‘Apocalyptic prophecy’. We 
are told this in the opening verses of the book: “The revelation (‘apocalypse’) of Jesus 
Christ which God gave him…”. The Greek word ‘apocalypse’ simply means, revelation, 
disclosure or unveiling. Then in verse 3 we read, “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the 
words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in 
it, for the time is near.” The book of Revelation therefore, is not given to John in the 
form of oral preaching but in prophetic visions that are often symbolic and specifically 
tied to Old Testament prophecy (i.e. Ezekiel and Daniel).  

"I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a 
trumpet 11 saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven 
churches…” (Rev 1:10-11). 

In addition to being prophetic and apocalyptic, we see here that it is also ‘pastoral’. This 
letter was given to instruct and guide the believers of the seven churches of Asia Minor 
(and representing all churches throughout history). So, in this sense the book of 
Revelation is also an Epistle, exhorting Christians in their faith. 
Therefore, Revelation is a series of ‘apocalyptic, prophetic and pastoral’ visions that 
unveils the unseen spiritual battle in which the church finds itself. Although Jesus has 
already secured the decisive victory, the church on earth continues to be afflicted by 
persecution and cunning evil forces. These visions both warn and strengthen the church 
to endure suffering and to persevere in the faith, because in the end God wins!      



2. Immediate context (Chapter 13): 
The immediate context of any single verse are the verses both before and after it. 
Because we are focused on the meaning of Rev 13:16-18, we will limit ourselves to the 
start of chapter 13 through to the start of chapter 14.  

“And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with 
ten diadems on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads” (Rev 13:1). 

We notice here that John’s visions that began in Rev 1:10, are now continuing when he 
says, “And I saw…”. Once again John is describing a spiritual vision that represents a 
spiritual reality. We know, from what we learnt above, that this is Apocalyptic literature, 
and so when we consider the details of this vision (a beast “with ten horns and seven 
heads”, etc.), it is completely rational to conclude that this is not a literal ten-horned 
beast, but a figurative one. This “beast rising out of the sea” is clearly symbolic - now 
just because something is symbolic, does not mean it is less real! The beast is very real 
and is referring to the evil power at work in and behind people, who are the physical 
reality. Notice also, that this beast only has an authority that is derived from the 
“dragon” (13:2), who is Satan (Rev 12). Now, please take note that this “first beast” is 
described in 13:1 as having “..blasphemous names on its heads”. So, any consistent 
interpretation must conclude that this is also not literal, but a symbolic description! The 
multiple heads of this beast are not physically inscribed or tattooed with blasphemous 
names, but rather this is indicating the evil mindset and wicked thoughts of the beast. 
The Bible often uses symbolism in this way and we do not need to be afraid of it. Some 
of the clearest and most helpful examples of this, are in connection with Jesus’ 
relationship to his people. I.e. John 6:35, “I am the bread of life…” John 8:12, “I am the 
light of the world…” John 10:9, “I am the door…” John 10:14, “I am the good 
shepherd…” John 15:5, “I am the vine and you are the branches…”. No one in their right 
mind would say that these are literal descriptions of the Lord Jesus. They are obviously 
figurative and symbolic, and as such they represent and communicate beautiful truths 
about the nature, character and work of Jesus Christ (Cf. Song of songs, Psalms, Daniel). 

Then in verse 11, we are introduced to “another beast”. This second beast, like the first, 
is also symbolic of an evil spiritual reality: “Then I saw another beast rising out of the 
earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon.” 
The first beast rose out of the sea and was given authority from the dragon (13:1-2), 
and now a second beast rises out of the earth, and works with the authority of the first 
beast (13:12). So, the first and second beasts are not the same, but they have the same 
goal, to bring glory and worship to the dragon and the first beast (vs 13-15). Again, we 
must see that the dramatic language and imagery used to describe these beasts (and 
the dragon) are symbolic. Satan is like a dragon! (and the second beast “spoke like a 
dragon”). Thus, the dragon with his two allies (beasts), are causing havoc on the earth.  

Now, there are a few clues in the Scriptures, that have led theologians to make the 
following observations about who or what the identity of the two beasts could be 
representing: (a) It seems most likely that the first ‘sea-born’ beast “symbolizes the 
persecuting power of Satan embodied in all the nations and governments of the world 
throughout history. This beast assumes different forms (Babylon, Assyria, Medo-Persia, 



Greece, Rome, etc.). But though the forms differ, the essence remains the same: this 
beast is all anti-christian governments directed against God’s people. In this ‘beast’ the 
persecuting power of Satan becomes visible” (Hendriksen, More than conquerors, pg. 
145-146). (b) The second ‘land-born’ beast has two lamb-like horns, but it speaks like 
the dragon (13:11). It is the servant of the first beast, fully co-operating with the first 
and seeks to deceive people into worshipping the image of the first beast. Finally, it 
orders a ‘mark of the beast’ to be placed on the right hand or forehead of its followers, 
as evidence of their loyalty to the first beast. Once again, we agree with the scholars 
who affirm that the second beast is the “false prophet” (cf. Rev 19:20), and it symbolizes 
all false religion and false teaching throughout the church age.  

“Although this beast outwardly resembles the lamb it inwardly conceals the 
dragon. In other words, the beast looks innocent, but its speech reveals its inner 
life and character; this lamb-like beast speaks like the devil himself. This second 
beast, accordingly, is the lie of Satan dressed up like the truth (2 Cor 11:14). It 
symbolizes all false prophets throughout the ages, who come disguised as sheep, 
but inwardly they are ravenous wolves (Mt 7:15)” (Hendriksen, More than 
conquerors. pg. 148).  

Therefore, the ‘first beast’ represents all anti-christian governments, and the 
‘second beast’ represents all false religions. This was certainly true in John’s day 
when he wrote Revelation - to proclaim that “Jesus is Lord” and not “Caesar is Lord”, 
resulted in severe persecution from both the Romans and the Jewish Zealots. John is 
writing to tell Christians that this persecuting work of the “beasts” will continue 
throughout all ages and will probably intensify as the return of Christ draws nearer.  

So, what is the “mark” of this beast?  
Is it a literal, physical mark like a branding or a tattoo or even a micro-chip inserted into 
a person’s body? No, it’s not! Just as the “dragon” and the two “beasts” are not literal 
but figurative, so too is the “mark”! We must be consistent in our interpretation of the 
passage. We cannot jump from one interpretation to the other (symbolic then literal) 
within the same passage, without explicit warrant to do so. If the “dragon” is not a real 
dragon but represents Satan, and the “beasts” are not literal beasts, then the “mark” is 
also not a literal and physical mark. The mark is symbolic of an inner commitment and 
loyalty. It is evidenced by a persons (or organizations) beliefs (‘forehead’) and their 
actions (‘hands’). Thus, the mark of the beast is a figurative mark of real heart 
allegiance to the beast!  

This interpretation is further confirmed when we see that the true followers (Christians) 
of the true lamb (Jesus) also have a “mark” of their own. Notice the very next verse: 
“Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who 
had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads” (Rev 14:1).    
Right here within the immediate context, we see that believers are ‘marked’ by God. 
They have on their “foreheads” two names “written” - the name of “the Lamb” and the 
“Father’s name”. Clearly, this is not a literal marking on their foreheads, but rather a 
figurative (spiritual) mark, indicating that they belong to God alone! This innumerable 
“multitude” of Christians (Rev 7:9) have been “marked” with God’s name, precisely 
because they are the same people who’s names were “written before the foundation of 



the world in the book of life of the Lamb that was slain” (Rev 13:8) (Cf. Rev 17:8; Eph 
1:4). These two truths (election and adoption) provide the Christian with great 
assurance of salvation, and as such we have nothing to fear in regards to the work or 
the mark of the beast (cf. Jn 10:28-29; Rom 8:35-39).    

3. Larger context (Revelation): 
There are three other verses in the larger context of Revelation that confirm the point we 
have just made above: “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have 
sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads” (Rev 7:3), “They were told not to 
harm the grass of the earth or any green plant or any tree, but only those people who 
do not have the seal of God on their foreheads” (Rev 9:4), “They will see his face, and 
his name will be on their foreheads” (Rev 22:4). 

Once again we see that this sealing or marking of the Christians “foreheads” is not literal 
or physical, but is a spiritual mark of salvation, that they belong to God (Cf. 1 Cor 6:19). 

"As is evident from Revelation 7, we should understand the ‘mark’ of the beast on 
the right hand or forehead of his/its followers to be a Satanic parody (a religious 
rip-off, so to speak) of the ‘seal’ that is placed on the foreheads of God’s people. 
All through Revelation we see Satan making every effort to copy whatever God 
does. So, for example, the three persons of the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, find their evil counterpart in Satan, the Beast, and the False Prophet. 
Just as Jesus died and rose again from the dead, the Beast is portrayed as dying 
and rising to life again. My point is simply that the so-called ‘mark’ of the beast 
that unbelievers receive on their forehead or their right hand is a demonic rip-off, 
a depraved parody, a counterfeit imitation of the ‘mark’ that believers receive on 
their foreheads” (Storms, Kingdom Come, pg. 498). 

So, as noted above, the ‘mark of the beast’ is the ‘inner loyal heart condition’ of the 
Christ-rejecting and church persecuting individuals found within false religions and anti-
christian movements and governments. I.e. In John’s day this would have been people 
from other religions (Paganism, Judaism, Arianism) and rulers from the Roman Empire 
(Nero, Titus, Domitian). Today, examples would include radical forms of Atheism, 
Humanism/Liberalism (LGBTQ+), Hinduism and Islamic groups and/or countries (ISIS, 
Boko Haram, etc.). “All of these are, collectively and in unity, the beast. The beast, then, 
is a trans-cultural, trans-temporal symbol for all individual and collective, Satanically-
inspired, opposition to Jesus and his people” (Storms, Kingdom Come. pg. 488). At 
every moment in history since the ‘Fall’ (Gen. 3), the ‘dragon and his beasts’ are working 
behind the scenes, through these individuals and groups, to scorn and persecute 
Christians. These evil spiritual beings, aligned against the church, are no doubt major 
contributors to the spiritual warfare that the Apostle Paul speaks about in Ephesians: 
“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places" (Eph 6:12) (Cf. Daniel 10:13-14). 

But, what about the issue of ‘buying and selling’ in verse 17?  
Well, we must remember that this also forms part of the symbolism of the text, 
especially since it’s all in the same verse. Therefore, it is most likely referring to a more 



‘organized’ state endorsed form of persecution that Christians will face from the world. 
In this sense, the “mark” functions like a political and economic stamp of approval, given 
only to those who go along with its religious or political demands. Beast-like 
governments are hostile towards Jesus and often make it very difficult for Christians to 
worship and do business in their countries. History bears witness that these ‘beastly 
nations’ have passed laws that forbid Christian worship and restrict Christian enterprise 
(Cf. Dan 3:3-7). “Christians will be persecuted by not being allowed to have the same 
access as others to the basic commodities of life. To this very day, in places like India or 
many Muslim countries, when natural disasters occur, relief is often denied to Christians, 
who refuse to compromise with the worldly economic and social systems” (Beale, 
Revelation, pg. 128). 

What then do we make of the “number of the beast” (666) in verse 18?  
Again we must be consistent in our interpretation of the grammar of the text, and 
there’s no doubt the genre has not changed. Throughout the book of Revelation, the use 
of almost all numbers, are figurative or symbolic of some spiritual or theological reality. 
I.e. The number ‘7’ is used regularly to indicate ‘perfection’ or ‘completeness’, and it is 
explicitly seen as symbolic in Rev 1:4, 20. This letter is “from the seven spirits” (v.4), 
and since there is only one Holy Spirit, this is obviously symbolic of His ‘perfection’. 
Additionally, it is written to the "seven lampstands”, which “are the seven churches” (v. 
20) in Asia, and by implication represent all churches throughout history. Scholars agree 
that “the number of man” (13:18) is the number ‘6’ (God made man on the 6th day), 
which obviously is just short of ‘7’ (God rested on the 7th day).  

“Thus, the number refers to the beast as the archetype man who falls short of 
perfection in every respect. Triple sixes are merely a contrast with the divine 
sevens in Revelation and signify incompleteness and imperfection. 777 is the 
number of deity and 666 falls short in every digit. The three sixes are a parody of 
the divine trinity of three sevens. That is, though the beast attempts to mimic 
God, Christ, and the Spirit, he falls short of succeeding” (Storms, Kingdom Come, 
pg. 503).  

So, the number 666, is not to be interpreted literally; it is used to describe the beast, 
not to identify him! It is intended to show us the nature of the beast, to represent his 
character - he is perfectly imperfect! 

4. Overall context (All Scripture):    
Our interpretation of the spiritual (non-literal) nature of the “mark” of the beast and the 
‘mark’ of the Christian is further confirmed, as we now consider a few other relevant 
verses, from outside of the book of Revelation: “In him you also, when you heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the 
promised Holy Spirit” (Eph 1:13); “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom 
you were sealed for the day of redemption” (Eph 4:30); “and who has also put his seal 
on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee” (2 Cor 1:22); “I have 
engraved you on the palms of my hands” (Is 49:16). 

Since the ‘seal or mark’ on the believer is obviously symbolic of the invisible presence of 
the Holy Spirit, it seems clear that the ‘mark’ of the beast is likewise a symbolic way of 



describing the loyalty of his followers and his ownership of them. It is also worth noting 
that in the Old Testament (Exodus), the Israelites were instructed to ‘mark’ the 
doorposts of their houses with the blood of a lamb, and then as a memorial they were 
instructed to ‘keep’ God’s law on their ‘hands and foreheads’, signifying His authority 
over their thoughts and actions. “And it shall be to you as a sign on your hand and as a 
memorial between your eyes, that the law of the LORD may be in your mouth. For with a 
strong hand the LORD has brought you out of Egypt” (Ex 13:9). “It shall be as a mark on 
your hand or frontlets between your eyes, for by a strong hand the LORD brought us out 
of Egypt” (Ex 13:16). “You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as 
frontlets between your eyes” (Deut 6:8) (cf. Deut. 11:18; Mt. 23:5)  
This Jewish practice of wearing ‘phylacteries’ (tiny leather boxes containing Scripture), 
seems to be a significant part of the background for the ‘marking’ of the believer and the 
‘mark' of the beast.  

“The ‘forehead’ represents idealogical commitment and the ‘hand’ the practical 
outworking of that commitment. Likewise, the beasts marks on the foreheads and 
the hands of the worshippers refer to their loyal, consistent, and wholehearted 
commitment to him” (Beale, Revelation, pg. 283). 

Our final observation, takes us all the way to the opposite bookend - to Genesis! Here 
we see that the ‘dragon’ of Revelation has been working his evil schemes ever since the 
‘serpent’ deceived Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden. Directly thereafter, we read in 
Genesis 3, of the judgement and curse that God placed upon all of creation. Included 
therein, is this remarkable prophecy. “I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall 
bruise his heel” (Gen 3:15). Not only do we see that there will be an ultimate 
‘showdown’ between Jesus (the ‘Seed’ of the women) and Satan - which we know 
happened at the cross when Jesus defeated Satan (Col 2:15 ; Mt 12:29) - but we are 
also told here that there will be ‘enmity’ (war) between their respective ‘families’ - 
“between your offspring and her offspring”. In other words, there will be two sets of 
descendants and they will forever be enemies - the serpents offspring (unbelieving 
individuals and nations) will always persecute the offspring of Eve (Christians) (Cf. Mt 
5:10-12, Acts 14:22). 

Just take a moment to let this sink in; this prophecy is profound!  
It’s firstly, a promise of the good news of the life and work of Jesus Christ, who will 
secure the salvation of all God’s people (Jn 6:37-39). But secondly, it announces the fact 
that this ancient ‘serpent/dragon’ will also have his own followers (offspring) that 
continually seek to ‘bruise’ the people of God. It is completely reasonable then, to 
conclude that the ‘offspring’ of the ‘serpent/dragon’ is the same category of people who 
bear the ‘mark’ of the beast, since it is a symbol of their belonging to the beast.  

“For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe; His craft and power are great; 
And, armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal” (Martin Luther). 

5. Christ-centered: 
As we have seen, the 'dragon and the two beasts’ have set their sights on destroying the 
church, but they will not succeed (Rev 19-22). King Jesus has already secured the final 



victory in his life, death and resurrection (Mt 16:18). All those who have faith in Christ 
are ‘sealed/marked’ by God, and even if they suffer and die at the ‘hand of the beast’, 
they can never be separated from God’s love and are instantly welcomed into the 
presence of God (Rom 8:35-39; Rev 12:11). This ultimate victory of Christ is the reason 
that John has been given these visions. Although we read much about (and can get 
overly fixated on) the work of the dragon (Satan) and the anti-christ’s, we must not 
forget that the book of Revelation is actually about the reign and rule of Jesus Christ! 

“The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the 
things that must soon take place” (Rev 1:1)  

Here we have the goal and the reason for this letter clearly stated, and although it 
seems very obvious, it is often overlooked! (a) The goal is “the revelation (unveiling) of 
Jesus Christ…” This is seen throughout the book as Christ is portrayed as victorious after 
every evil onslaught from the enemy. No matter what upheaval the dragon or the beasts 
inflict upon the Body of Christ, in the end, they always lose, because even death has lost 
its sting (1 Cor 15:55)! And so we see that the main focus of Revelation is established 
right up front in John’s opening greeting.  

“…from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler 
of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his 
blood 6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory 
and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, 
and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the 
earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. 8 “I am the Alpha and the 
Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the 
Almighty” (Rev 1:5-8). 

In his first coming (vs 5-6), Jesus is the suffering servant, giving up his life to death in 
order to free us from our sins and secure our adoption. And then, at his second coming 
(vs 7-8), the exalted King Jesus returns not to suffer, but to consummate his Kingdom 
and to execute final and eternal judgment. Thus, John begins his letter by framing all his 
apocalyptic visions as taking place between the two great advents of Jesus Christ!  

(b) Then we see the reason or purpose for the letter - to prepare Christians for 
tribulation; “…to show to his servants the things that must soon take place” (Rev 1:1b). 
God gives John a series of visions about the impending tribulations that the church is 
going to face. John himself is already experiencing this tribulation, because he is in exile 
on the island of Patmos, for his faith in Christ; “I, John, your brother and partner in the 
tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the 
island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus” (Rev 
1:9). John is already a “partner in the tribulation” (as were all the Apostles who died as 
martyrs). We learn here that great tribulation and suffering will characterise the entire 
church age from Christ’s first coming until his triumphant return (Rev 20:1-10). This is 
precisely what Jesus said in John 16:33: “In this world you will have tribulation. But take 
heart; I have overcome the world.”  In fact, it could be said that this verse also frames 
the whole message of Revelation. The church in this world will face serious persecution, 



BUT we can be encouraged (“take heart”), because Jesus has “overcome the world” (sin, 
death and the ‘dragon’) and will soon destroy them all together (Rev 19:20; 20:10). 

I finish this section with John’s vision of Christ’s triumphant return in Revelation 19. In 
these verses we see most of the ‘characters’ that we have been studying above. Please 
note again that if we interpret these verses in a strictly literal sense, it would be entirely 
absurd and potentially irreverent. The only way to faithfully interpret them, is to read the 
following verses as profoundly figurative and powerfully real!  

“Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a 

flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one 
knows but himself… From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the 
nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury 
of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, 

King of kings and Lord of lords… And the beast was captured, and with it the false 
prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had 
received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were 

thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. And the rest were slain by the 
sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds 

were gorged with their flesh” (Rev 19:11-12, 15-16, 20-21).   

Concluding thoughts: 
We have established that the concept of being ‘marked’ or ‘sealed’ or ‘bearing a name’ is 
a very important topic in the Bible, and that in all instances it is a symbolic/figurative 
mark and not literal/physical. Even the ascended and returning Son of God has been 
‘marked’; “and he has a name written that no one knows but himself” (Rev 19:12); “On 
his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords” (Rev 
19:16).   

I know of no one who believes that these names are literally and physically written or 
tattooed upon the body of Jesus. This is also a clear symbolic reference declaring that 
Jesus Christ alone is the ‘exalted Lord, worthy of worship’. Similarly, all Christians have 
been ‘marked’ as belonging to the Father, having been redeemed by Christ and ‘sealed' 
by the Holy Spirit. So, it should be beyond doubt that when we read about the ‘mark of 
the beast’ being placed on a unbelievers ‘hand’ (actions) or ‘forehead’ (beliefs), we are 
to understand this as a symbolic sign, showing that they belong to the beast and are 
fiercely loyal to him. 

So, what do we do if governments develop ‘micro-chips’ or any other kind of 
‘mark’ that they want to implant or inscribe onto peoples bodies?  
Firstly, we need to remember that micro-chips have already been in our lives for a long 
time. They exist in our phones, passports, computers and in our bank cards. Our daily 
movements, purchasing habits and personal preferences are being traced, monitored 
and manipulated - ‘they’ know more about us than we realise! Furthermore, many family 
pets and farm animals have been getting ‘chipped’ for years already, and with the rapid 
rate at which computer-science is growing, it would not surprise me to see micro-chips 
being developed for human-beings (probably already happening in some countries). 



Now, I think that there are serious ethical reasons for not having micro-chips inserted 
into your body, and I would not rule out that wicked rulers and evil governments would 
like to control and influence people via this kind of technology. But, even in the event of 
a government deciding to do away with ‘hard currency’, and in its place give everyone a 
‘micro-chip’, that act alone (in and of itself), is not a denial of Jesus Christ. Moreover, if 
they say we are replacing hard currency with body micro-chips and in order to receive 
one you must first deny Christ and swear allegiance to the government; then don’t deny 
Christ! The point is that nobody can be tricked into denying Christ, just as one cannot be 
tricked into accepting Christ! “But God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: ‘The 
Lord knows who are his!’” (2 Tim 2:19).  

Nevertheless, as we have seen from our exegesis of the Scriptures above, any kind of 
literal or physical mark, is not to be equated or confused with the ‘mark of the beast’. 
We must guard against attempting to interpret Scripture by what is happening in the 
world around us (i.e. calculated number combinations and conspiracy theories - Nero, 
Catholic Popes, WW2, Hitler, Bar-codes, Y2K, Covid-19, etc). The many verses we have 
considered are clear on this matter - the real ‘mark of the beast’ is the invisible 
(spiritual) mark of allegiance and loyalty to the ‘beast', which is revealed by the 
individual’s or group’s beliefs (‘forehead’) and actions (‘hand’).  
We must remember that when John was writing the book of Revelation, he was already 
experiencing the evil effects of the ‘anti-christ’ and the ‘beast’ via their associated 
‘marked' followers, who had taken him into exile and would eventually kill him; “and as 
you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come. Therefore 
we know that it is the last hour” (1 John 2:18) (cf. Mk 13:22). 
So, it is unjustifiable and unbiblical to think that the work of the antichrist or the ‘mark’ 
of the beast is only to come in the future or that it is some kind of futuristic 
phenomenon. Church history is sadly littered with stories of persecution and martyrdom 
at the “hands of those, who for thousands of years already, have borne the ‘mark’ of the 
beast” (Cf. Antiochus Epiphanes; Alexander the great - Daniel 10-11).  

“One of the great tragedies in the church in our day is how Revelation has been 
so narrowly and incorrectly interpreted with an obsessive focus on the future end 
time, with the result that we have missed the fact that it contains many profound 
truths and encouragements concerning Christian life and discipleship. The goal of 
Revelation is to bring encouragement to believers of all ages that God is working 
out His purposes even in the midst of tragedy, suffering and apparent Satanic 
domination. It is the Bible’s battle cry of victory, for in it, more than anywhere 
else in the NT, is revealed the final victory of God over all the forces of 
evil” (Beale, Revelation, pg.1). 

“He who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming soon.’ Amen. Come, 
Lord Jesus!” (Rev 22:20). 
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